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_ HIGHLIGHTS

The Rocket Fund is the Elton John AIDS
Foundation’s transformative campaign to
accelerate innovative HIV solutions for
marginalized communities, close critical
gaps left by global funding cuts, and tackle
the stigma that continues to block access
to lifesaving care.

TO DATE, THE ROCKET FUND HAS REACHED

INCLUDING

with HIV testing, prevention, education,
and treatment services, in partnership with
organizations around the world.
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In September 2025, we extended and
expanded this campaign’s goal to $200 million
to ensure no one is left behind. This will
accelerate our momentum and build on the
impact we’ve generated to date by:

FIGHTING FOR RIGHTS AND INCLUSION

@ SUPPORTING COMMUNITY MOVEMENTS

INNOVATING FOR EQUITY IN
HEALTH ACCESS AND CARE

LEAVING NO ONE BEHIND

MOBILIZING ADDITIONAL FUNDING




FIGHTING FOR RIGHTS

b

AND INCLUSION * *

ADVANCING EQUALITY,
REDUCING DISCRIMINATION,
PROTECTING LEGAL AND
HUMAN RIGHTS

MORE THAN

criminalize drug possession for
personal use, as well as HIV
nondisclosure, exposure, or
transmission.

AT LEAST

and territories criminalize LGBTQ+
identities or expressions.
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Despite some progress, discriminatory laws and
policies that criminalize drug use, HIV exposure, and
LGBTQ+ identities continue to undermine human
rights and exacerbate health inequities worldwide.

These overlapping forms of criminalization share a
devastating common thread: they intensify stigma and
fear, and block access to HIV prevention, treatment, and
healthcare.

We have a long history of using our voice to advance
equality and rights in the communities that need it the
most, to ensure everyone’s human and legal rights are
protected.

Together with our partners, the Foundation has cultivated
positive changes in several legal and policy landscapes.
Amid a global surge of anti-rights legislation, our
continued advocacy remains critical for protecting the
dignity of the most marginalized, and to guarantee that
everyone has the healthcare they need and deserve.
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INTERNATIONAL DRUG POLICY CONSORTIUM

Support. Don’t Punish (SDP) is a global
grassroots campaign promoting harm
reduction and drug policies that prioritize
health, human rights, and well-being.

Overseen by the International Drug Policy
Consortium, the campaign seeks to amplify the
profile of effective harm reduction approaches
and sustainable responses to drug use.

A comprehensive evaluation of the campaign
spanning a ten-year period (from 2013 to 2023)
found that the Foundation’s sustained
investment has been catalytic in helping to
grow SDP into a visible, credible, and
increasingly influential global movement.

Key results and achievements include:

SCALED GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT

By 2023 SDP was active in 84 countries, vastly
increased from 21 in 2013.

21
countries

EZ
countries
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COMMUNITY GROWTH AND MOBILIZATION

o of SDP partners said their
76 /0 communities grew or mobilized more
REDUCING STIGMA

effectively from their participation.
of SDP partners said that their
(o]

involvement reduced stigmatization
DIRECT ENGAGEMENT WITH OFFICIALS

in their contexts.

of SDP partners have engaged
directly with politicians, police, or
health authorities, with effective
advocacy meetings cited in India,
Lebanon, Moldova, Nigeria, and
Uganda.

SHIFTING MEDIA AND PUBLIC OPINION

POLICY AND PRACTICE INFLUENCE

of SDP partners reported more
positive coverage for harm
reduction narratives, and robust
visibility for Global Drug Awareness
events.

of SDP partners reported
successfully influencing drug policy
or practice in at least nine countries.
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CENTER FOR HIV LAW AND POLICY

The Center for HIV Law and Policy (CHLP) is a
legal and policy organization focused on
reforming and eliminating laws that criminalize
people living with HIV and other stigmatized
health conditions in the United States.

With the Foundation’s support, CHLP recently
helped to stop full passage of a proposed bill
in the state of Louisiana that sought to
criminalize exposure to all sexually
transmitted infections, including HIV.
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Through coordinated advocacy with the
National Coalition of STD Directors, CHLP
successfully stalled the bill, prompting the
legislature to instead establish a task force to
study STI public health outcomes.

This shift represents a critical example of
successfully replacing punitive measures with
constructive evidence-based dialogues.






